The Inverse Law of Significance: Human Health, a Late Entrant to the Climate Change Impact Discourse
Abstract:
Early concerns about the consequences of climate change focused on the economic, environmental, agricultural, tourism and infrastructural impacts. The impacts on complex ecological systems and processes, and threats to iconic species, were also of concern -- though less amenable to economic valuation. This decade, a more mature understanding of the fundamental nature of climate change recognises that the life-support systems we humans depend on are threatened, and so therefore is human health. When we see the face of distressed humans, not polar bears, on Time magazine, we will know that the world is starting to get the most significant message.
