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Abstract


The number of people suffering macronutrient undernutrition (mainly of food energy, i.e. calories) has recently increased and now approaches one billion. As pointed out by Amartya Sen (and a legion of socialists, idealists and reformers who predated Sen), hunger is primarily caused by lack of what Sen called ‘entitlement’: the purchasing or social power to grow, buy or receive food. Entitlement maldistribution shows no signs of abating, and in fact may worsen. The policies which have caused climate change are another form of entitlement maldistribution; manifestations of reckless global unfairness, perhaps leavened with a trace of desperation.

If the models of agricultural production under climate change are correct, then the rest of this century will see a collision of two inexorable and mighty forces: unstoppable climate change meeting intractable food entitlement maldistribution. That this appalling scenario  — which is likely to generate hundreds of millions of additional hungry people — is even plausible is evidence of gross current and recent global inequity. In the best case, the harm predicted by these models will prove to be exaggerated. In the second best case, a form of global food triage will prevail, limiting the expansion of hunger. In the worst case, famine and undernourishment will interact with sea level rise and other consequences of climate change to spawn and aggravate state failure and conflict, already nascent in many parts of the world.
