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More than 1 billion adults worldwide are overweight and 300 million of them are obese, putting them at much higher risk of diabetes, heart problems, high blood pressure, stroke and some forms of cancer.  There are now more overweight people in the world than undernourished who number around 600 million.  Among the most worrying problems are skyrocketing rates of obesity among children which make them more prone to chronic diseases and reduced life expectancy.

There are diverse views on how to tackle this major global public health challenge.  While it is widely recognised that obesity is multi-factorial, one key factor has been the role of the food industry.  Consumers International, for example, calls for stronger regulation of the food industry, akin to stronger tobacco control measures worldwide. These include bans on advertising to children, improved labelling, taxation, and restrictions on the production of high fat, salt and sugar products.
  Others, such as the Oxford Health Alliance, argue that “regulation is no substitute for collaboration” and that “we must form a partnership with the most progressive companies”.

Amid government efforts worldwide to develop effective policy responses, and initiatives by corporations to introduce more socially responsible practices, one key issue that the public health community must consider is the role that the corporate sector should play.  Key issues to be addressed in this session include:  Are corporations part of the problem or part of the solution?  How can regulation be used to change trends in obesity?  Are voluntary measures adopted by industry genuine efforts to change or ways to avoid stronger regulation?  Are food corporations really changing their ways?
	Dr. Derek Yach, former Executive Director of Noncommunicable Diseases at the World Health Organization, was appointed in January 2007 as the PepsiCo Director of Global Health Policy, a new position to direct the company's global health and wellness policy.  PepsiCo is one of the world's largest food and beverage companies with annual revenues of more than $35 billion. Its principal businesses include Frito-Lay snacks, Pepsi-Cola beverages, Gatorade sports drinks, Tropicana juices and Quaker foods. Its portfolio includes 17 brands that generate $1 billion or more each in annual retail sales.


	Professor Philip James CBE, FRCP, MD, DSc., established the International Obesity Task Force (IOTF) for which he is currently the Chair.  He works with WHO and others to develop new strategies for the prevention and management of obesity. Professor James wrote the UK Department of Health preventive strategy for obesity and the Scottish SIGN Guidelines on the management of obesity. Professor James has been a member of the principal UK, European and UN Committees dealing with food issues in relation to public health. He sees the IOTF’s mission as "to inform the world about the urgency of the [obesity] problem and to persuade governments that the time to act is now."




“Controversies in Global Health Series”

A new series organised by the Centre on Global Change and Health to encourage debate on controversial issues in global health.  Future controversies to be debated include the global health implications of nuclear energy and trade liberalization.
For more information please contact Ela Gohil, CGCH Administrator (ela.gohil@lshtm.ac.uk) or Lindsay Wright, Media Manager (Lindsay.wright@lshtm.ac.uk) 
� http://www.choice.com.au/viewArticleAsOnePage.aspx?id=105627


� Pramming S.  Should we use regulation to demand improved public health outcomes from industry?  No.  BMJ 2008; 337: 1781.
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